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by two of Su-Ye-Guan's wives as sufficient proof
for them to remarry. Only the third wife, Tsun~Ye,
remains faithful to her husband's memory and devotes
herself to the rearing and education of Su-Ye~Tsi, her
husband's son by his second wife. The boy completes
his schooling with honours and becomes a govern-
ment official, that being the highest social degree in
China. The years pass, then, suddenly, the supposedly
dead Su-Ye-Guan returns home as a government
official of the highest rank. It is revealed that his long
absence was due to the nature of his official duties,
which forbade him to communicate with his family
and indicate his whereabouts. The first two wives,
now remarried, hear about the return of thek first
husband laden with riches and honours, and would
like to regain his favour, but Su-Ye~Guan refuses to
forgive their treachery* The story reaches the Em-
peror's ears, who is very pleased with the loyalty of
his servant and the virtue of his wife, and presents a
tablet to the family as a sign of his favour.

Hie tablet bears four signs: "Tim," "Siao?* "Tsyi*
and "I." "Tsux" means loyal subject, and applies to
the self-sacrificing husband; "Siao" signifies "respecter
of parents/' which Is a tribute to the boy Su-Ye-Tsi;
"Tsye" or "wise," stands in praise of the third wife;
and finally "I" or "loyal/" acknowledges the merits of
the servant Bao.

If the reader should think that this Is only the basis
of a complicated plot to follow, he would be mistaken,
for this Is the whole story. On the other hand, it is
interesting to note that its presentation took as long as